
INITIATED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION
WE, Tl{E UNDERSIGNED qualified voteas ofthe state of South Dakota, petition that the following section or sections and article or articles of
the South Dakota Constitution be amended and that this proposal be submitted to the voters ofthe state ofsouth Dakota at the gensal election on
November 6, 2018 for their approval or rejection.

Title: An iniriated amendmenl to the South Dakota Constitution providing for state legislative redislricting by a comission.

Attomev General Exolanation:

StatesenatorcandRepresentativesareelectedfromwithinlegislativedistricts.TheSouthDakotaClonstitution_currentlyrequiresthe $.p
Legislature to establish these legislative districts every ten yers. This amendment removes that authority from the Legislature md grants it toE'
redistricting commission.

Under the amendment the comission is made up of nine registered voters selected each redistricting year by the State Boed of Elections.
A commission member must have the same party registration, or be registered as unaffiliated with a party, for three continuous years imediately
prior to appointrnent. No more than three commission members may belong to the sme politicalparty.

Comission memben may not hold certain state or local public offices, nor hold office in a political party organiztion. This restriction also
applies for three years immediately prior to appointment to the commission, and three years imediately after appoinhnent.

The commission will redistrict in 2021 and every ten years thereafter. The comission mmt make a draft redistricting map available for
public inspection, md must accept witten coments for thirty days. The commission will then establish final legislative district boudaries. The
districts must be drawn in compliance with state and federal law.

An Amendment to the Constitution to prcvide for legislative redistricting by a nonpartism commission.

Sectionl. ThatArticlelll,section5oftheConstitutionoftheStateofSouthDakota,beamendedtor*Ldasfollows:
$5.
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Terms used in this section mm:
(l) 'Comission." the inderendmt redisnictins commission established punmt to this section:
(2) "Political pa4v." a oarty whose cmdidate for Govemor at the last oreceding general election at which a Governor was elected received at least
two and one-halfnercent ofthe total votes cast for Govenor:
(3) "Political pa4v office." an office of a political pa4v orgmiation as distinct fiom a state oublic office;
(4) "State public office." an elective office in the executive or lesislative branch ofthe eovernment ofthis state: or an office in the executive or
legislative brmch of the eovernment of this state which is filled by gubematorial appointment: or an office of a countv. mmicipalitv or other
political subdivision ofthis state which is filled by an election process involvine nomination and election ofcandidates on a oaxtism basis.

The independent redistrictins commission is herebv created and shall b€ commsed ofnine registered votm in South Dakota. none ofwhom
may hold a state public offic€ or a polilical paqv office. The commission sh$ll prepare the plan for redistricting the sbte into legislative districts.
This redistricting plan shall be completed by the commission in 2021 .and €very ten,years after 2021. Redistricting shall be accomolished bv
December first ofthe yem in which the redistricting is reouired.

By the last da:v ofFebruary ofeach year in which the redistrictine is reouhed. the board ove{se€ing€lalq.gfectirns and procedures shall
establish a commission to orovide for the redistricting of state leg:islsriw:districts: ' N6ifi5it-ffi'aiih?e freirben of the commission mav be

Within the three vears immediately preceding appointmenl no commissioqrlq4bef maJ,b+rr bgg!+alBrinted to or elected to my state
public office or oolitical party office. Within the three yean imediately after anFoiirimeht. nb comilJion member may be appointed to or
elected to any state public office or political oa4v office.

Ifa vacanc], occun on the commission. the board shall select a succesrcr who has the same oulifications as the commissioner whose
position is being vacated.

The Legislature shall orovide the technical staffand clerical senices that the commission needs to prepare its redistricting olan. Each
commission member shall receive per diem md exgenses in the same mmner md mount as paid to members of the Legislature.

Five commissionsrs. including the chair or vice chair. constitute a quorum. Five or more affimative votes are required for an). official
action.

The commission shall establish lesislative districts bv dividine the state into as many single-member leeislative districts as there are state
senators. House districts shall be established wholly within senatorial districts and shall be either single-membq or dual-member districts as the
sommission detmines in compliance with federal and state law.

The commission slnll comence the mooine process for the leeislative districts b], creating districts of eoual oooulation in a Eid-like
pattem aqoss the state. A{ustrnents to the legislative disticts shall be made to:

(l) Comply with the United States Constitution. the South Dakota Constitution. and federal laws. as intemreted b], the United States Supreme
Court and other courts of comoetent i urisdiction:

(2) Have equl population to the extent omcticable:
(3) Be geographicallv compact and contieuous to the extent oracticable:
(4) Respect commuities of inter€st to the extent pmcticable: and
(5) Use visible geoeraohic features. municipal and county boundaries. and mdivided cmsu tracts to the extent orrcticable.
Party reeisration md votine history shall be excluded from the redistrictine orocess. The place of residence of my legislative incumbent

or candidate mav not be identified or considered.
The commission shall noti$ the public that a draft mao of leqislative districts is available for inspection md Mitten comments. The

commission shall acceot written comments for thirty calendr days followine notification to the oublic. The Lesislatue may act within this oeriod
to submit witten comments to the commission. After the coment period hs ended. the commission shall establish final district bomdaies. The
comission shall certiry to the Office of the Secretary of State the establishment of erch legislative district.

The commission shall have standing in legal actions resrdine the redistricting plan md the adequacy ofresources orovided for the
ooeration ofthe commission. The commission may determine whether the Attome), General or other legal counsel shall be used or selected by the
commission to represent the commission in my matter r€latins to a redistsictins plm.

The duties of each comission member expire upon the apoointrnent of the next commission. The commission mav not meet or incu
exoense after tbe redistrictinq olan is completed except iflitigation or my eovemment apprcval ofthe nlan is pending or to revise disFicts if
reouired by court decision.
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INSTRUCTIONS TO SIGNERS:
l. Signen of this petition must individually sign dreir names in the form in which they are registered to vote or as they usually sign their names.
2. Before the petition is filed, each signer or the circulalor must add the residence addres of the signo and the date of signing. If the signer is a resident of

a second or third class municipality, a post offce box may be used for the residence address.
3. Beforc the petition is filed each signer or the circulalor must print the name ofthe signer in the space provided and add the county ofvoter registration.
4. Abbreviations of common usage may be used. Ditto ma*s rnay not be used.
5. Failure to provide all information requested may invalidate the signature.

VERIFICATION BY PERSON CIRCULATING PETITION
INSTRUCTIONS TO CIRCULATOR: This section must be completed following circulation and before filing.

Prinl name ofthe circulator ResidenceAddress City State

I, under oath, state that I circulated th€ above petition, that €ach signer pmonally signed this petition in my presoce, that I made reenable inquiry md to the best of
my knowledge mh person signing the p€titim is a qulified votr in th€ county indicated on th€ sigmture lin€, that no state statu0e regarding p€tition circularion was
knowingly violated, ud that eithtr the signer or I added the printed nme, the residence address of the signer, the date ofsigning, md the couty of votq registrarion.

Signalure ol Circulalor
Swom to before me this _day of

(Seal)
Signature of Officer Administrating Oath

Title of Omcer Administratins OathMy Comission Expires


